A   BRASS   HAT   IN   NO   MAN'S   LAND
to place me. It was rumoured that the delay was
being caused by some political bargain being struck
in regard to Home Rule5 by Sir Edward Carson.
About that I know nothing, but many hundreds of
men of Tyrone, exasperated by the delay, marched
to the depot and enlisted on their own, their services
thus being lost to the Ulster Division which was
formed a little later.
I think these men were right. Lord Kitchener
had called for men for the King's service and they
responded.
As is often the case when there is a friend at court,
my desire to remain with my own men of West Belfast
was gratified with ease; and in fact my presence in
Belfast, as an officer ? became imperatively necessary,
owing to the absence of leaders on war-services.
On my shoulders, in conjunction with Colonel
Couchinan, late of the Somersetshire Light Infantry,
my revolutionary commander, officially too old for
active service, but who was soon to command the
107th (Belfast) Brigade of the 36th (Ulster) Division,
fell the onus of compiling the returns for Sir Edward
Carson^ in so far as the capital of Ulster was con-
cerned, which were to demonstrate to the House of
Commons and to the nation, Ulster's willingness to
serve in the field.
There was difficulty in obtaining the signatures
of the men to serve 'unconditionally anywhere' in
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